viii  ESSAYS ON FAITH AND IMMORTALITY

The problem of personality, and personal immor-
tality, is one which, more than many others, displays
in its treatment the temperament of the one who
treats of it. By reason of its personal import it is
one in which the character of the thinker will especi-
ally inspire his thoughts; and the conjuring feats
of the "spiritualist" will be as characteristic of his
outlook on life as the noblest prophetic utterances
of the mystic.

It is, therefore, nothing more than we might expect
when we find Tyrrell extremely himself in his dealings
with this problem. That strange self-detachment
which was, as I have elsewhere maintained,1 the
source of his strength and his weakness, made him
peculiarly fitted for the handling of a problem which
some of us can hardly endure to face in its nakedness.
Nothing but the wish could inspire the belief with
which the stricken wife or mother will consult a
charlatan oracle for news of her lost one; and that
same craving will bias more enlightened minds in
their study of the same theme. A certain conception
of personality has wound itself into the fibres of our
faith and our hope; the very limitations of that con-
ception have become, to many of us, its chief meaning.
Not even for something better do we wish to ex-
change the notions we have got. We fear lest the
substance should fade to a shadow in the process
of transformation.

In a letter of January 13, 1905, almost contempo-
rary with the "Journal" from which the articles are
extracted, Tyrrell writes to a friend :

" You will persist in fancying that I am satisfied ivith
1 See chap, i, vol. ii. of Autobiographyr, &c.